
P A S S A G E S  

DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society 

*  PO Box 307   *  Drummond Island  MI  49726  *  drlps@drlps.com   *  www.DRLPS.com  *  906-493-6609  * 

Issue 23                      Weôll Keep the Light on for You!       September 2011 

DeTour Reef Light First Lit November 10, 1931  
 

80 Years Shining at the mouth of the St. Maryôs River 
 
In 1929, the U.S. Lighthouse Service authorized building a new lighthouse to be located offshore in 24 feet of 
water on the outer end of the DeTour Reef to mark a larger and  dangerous shoal at the entrance to the strategic 
St. Marys River. 
 
Work began in early 1930 and was completed in late 1931.  The con-
struction of the offshore light was dependant on the weather in the 
area and the climate and exposed location, made the winter months 
unsuitable for construction efforts.  This lighthouse replaced the on-
shore light station (DeTour Point) with the staircase cylinder, circu-
lar stairs, lantern, Fresnel lens, radio beacons, and fog signal relocat-
ed from the 1861 onshore Detour Point Light Station. 
 
After 327 working days and at a cost of $140,000 the building of the 
DeTour Reef Light, a unique steel-framed square tower of three dis-
tinct levels in Classical Revival architectural styling, was completed.  
On the evening of November 10, 1931 the new DeTour Reef Light 
was lit by the keepers who transferred from DeTour Point Light.  
Historian Chuck Feltner has identified the first keepers.  They were 
W. S. Hall, Keeper, James Brander, K1A, Sterling Malone, K2A.  
 
The onshore lighthouse was discontinued and became a private resi-
dence. 

 

DeTour Reef Light circa 1931  

DeTour Point Light  
Other Notable Events from 1931  

 
Empire State Building was finished.  
Hattie Caraway (D-AK) appointed 1st US 

woman senator. 
Al Capone convicted of tax fraud 
The small community of Las Vegas  decid-

ed to legalize gambling. 
The Star Spangled Banner becomes the 

U.S. Nation Anthem 
George Washington Bridge opens con-

necting New York and New Jersey 
First commercially produced synthetic 

rubber manufactured.  
Commercial teletype service begins. 
Work starts on the Boulder Dam 
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Who Are These Ladies?  
 

The DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society has 

been researching former Keepers that served on the 

DeTour Reef Lighthouse.  In the process we have 

come across some interesting photographs that  

depict life on an offshore lighthouse.  Particularly 

interesting is the fact that local ladies in the DeTour

-Drummond area socialized with the young Coast 

Guard guys on the Lighthouse.  Pictured here are 

two young women who are having dinner with   

Steve Lovett (foreground) and Gene Anderson 

(background) in 1958.  This was a serious infraction 

of the rules but head keeper Charlie Jones was on 

shore leave and was unaware of these visitors. 

These young ladies also prepared dinner in the   galley 

(kitchen) for the Coasties as shown in this photo. 

 

 

 

 

One of these ladies went up and inspected the Fresnel lens that 

was in the lighthouse and today is on display in the DeTour 

Historical Museum.  By the smile on her face, it would appear 

she was having a good time.  These ladies most likely lived in 

the DeTour-Drummond area but we have been unable to iden-

tify them.  Neither Lovett nor Anderson could remember their 

names. 

DRLPS would like for anyone who knows the names of these 

ladies are asked to contact Chuck Feltner, DRLPS Historian at 

313-268-0219 or by email at ChuckFeltner@gmail.com.  I 

promise we will keep their identities secret (for a while any-

way). 

Steve Lovett and Gene Anderson enjoy dinner with two young lady 

friends.  

Lady visitors prepare dinner for their Coastie 
friends  

Lady visitor inspects Fresnel lens  



PAGE 3  P A S S A G E S   
  

ISSUE 23 

Step up to Preservation and Sponsor -A-Step  
  

DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society is seeking sponsors for the restored steps on the spiral staircase lead-
ing to the lantern at the 1931 historic  lighthouse. Here's a unique opportunity to step into the future by protect-
ing the past and help preserve and sustain the lighthouse for all to enjoy by sponsoring a step that leads to the 
Light.  
  
The spiral staircase was originally placed 
on the onshore DeTour Point Light       
Station in 1861 and relocated to the      
offshore DeTour Reef Light in 1931. The 
staircase was restored by DRLPS in 2004. 
There are 32 steps with 25 available for 
sponsorship. The cost to sponsor a step is 
$1,500 which is tax deductible as allowed 
by law. Step sponsorôs name, step num-
ber, and other desired data, will be en-
graved on a brass plaque mounted on a 
board displayed on the wall at the en-
trance to the spiral staircase.  Additional-
ly, each sponsor will receive a personal-
ized plaque and certificate commemorat-
ing the step purchase. If  desired, you can 
designate your sponsorship in honor or 
memory of someone special or a busness, 
or to commemorate a special occasion, or 
provide a lasting gift for someone special.  
  
Participate in this worthwhile invest-
ment for the DeTour Reef Lightôs future 
and make a lasting tribute to its care with this  rare opportunity to Sponsor -a-Step on the lighthouseôs spiral 
staircase for the continued preservation of the DeTour Reef Light for now and future generations. For more 
information, please contact Jeri Baron Feltner at jeribaron@aol.com or call 313-268-6846.  
 

Annual Meeting News  
 
Chairs and Directors at the 2011 DRLPS Annual meeting held at the Drummond Island Township Hall on 
Thursday June 16th. 
 
Elected Directors for a 3 year term were: 
Chuck Feltner, Russ Norris, Sandy Wytiaz 
 
Back Row:  Jeri Baron Feltner, Chuck Felt-
ner, Anne Stafford, Russ Norris, Ann 
Method Green, John and Sunny Covell, 
John Witten, Sandy Wytiaz, Dotty Witten, 
Janelle Dudeck 
 
Front Row:  Nella Gries, Dave Bardsley, 
Alfie the service-dog-in-training, Paula 
Bardsley. 
 
Photo by Karl Hildenbrand   
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14th  Annual DRLPS Fatherôs Day Cruise 
A Beautiful Day for Scenic Trip  

To the DeTour Reef Light and Up the St. Maryôs River 
 
Passengers on the annual DeTour Reef Light Preservation Societyôs (DRLPS) Fatherôs Day Cruise enjoyed a per-
fect summer day cruising up the St. Maryôs River and ñlocking throughò the Soo Locks. 
 
The "Le Voyageur", a Soo Locks Boat Tour vessel, piloted by Senior Captain Jack Cork and Captains Charlie 
Lampman and Pete Miller left DeTour Village Ferry Dock and headed out to DeTour Reef Light.  The Weekend 
Lightkeepers, Chad Badgero and Matt Swan, moved around the Light while John Covell provided a descriptive 
level by level narration of all the levels on the Light. 
 
After circling the Light and providing many opportunities for great photos, the Cruise then proceeded up the St. 
Maryôs River.  A continuing narration of points of interest and historical information was provided by the Sen-
ior Captain Jack Cork, Captain Charlie Lampman, John Covell, and Ann Method Green. 
 
The breakfast buffet started before the boat left the dock.  The coffee, fruit and rolls were only the beginning of 
a great food fest.  The buffet luncheon included selections of cold meats, cheeses, and salads, followed by an af-
ternoon snack of meats, cheeses, crackers, fruit, and cookies. Claudia and Kevin Corrion did a fantastic job put-
ting together the food for the cruise.  
 
Merchants from DeTour Village and Drummond Island provided donations for the doors prizes: Drummond 
Island Resort and Conference Center, Fishers Restaurant, Islander Shoppe, Mail Sail Restaurant, Suneôs Dry 
Goods, and Timberdoodle.  Also Soo Locks Boats Tours donated tours to five Soo area attractions.  The DRLPS 
is very grateful for the continuing support from the merchants.  
 
Locking through the Canadian Lock and returning through the MacArthur Lock was the highlight of the cruise 
for many of the passengers.  The 22 foot rise to the Upper St. Maryôs River was an amazing experience. 

Two of the sites to see on the Fatherôs Day cruise: 
CSL Pineglen and the restored DeTour Reef Light! 
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Pictures clockwise starting at the upper left:  
John Krupa and his nephews Lucas Krupa & Andrew Krupa 
Capt Pete Miller, Capt Charlie Lampman, and Sr. Capt 

Jack Cork  
Caterers Claudia and Kevin Corrion 
John and Sunny Covell 
Return cruisers Tony and Carol Kmet 
Nan & Bob Jones celebrating their 40th anniversary  
Center: Dave and Jane McDaniel 
Bottom: Sr. Capt Jack Cork and Jeri Feltner, Founding Di-
rector Emerita DRLPS 


