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DeTour Reef Light 2nd Annual Photo Contest 

2009 Call for Entries 
 

Attention photographers!  The DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society (DRLPS) is looking for photos of the DeTour 

Reef Light located in northern Lake Huron at the eastern end of Michigan's Upper Peninsula. This year DRLPS is looking 

for entries to celebrate the installation of the 2nd crane on the southwest corner of the Light. 
 

The winning photo will be announced in September and featured in DRLPS feature stories and other DRLPS formats.  

Other photos will be included in the DRLPS ñPassagesò and other magazines publications.  We look forward to your par-
ticipation. If you have any questions, please contact Ann Method Green at PR@DRLPS.com. 
 

Prize:  Detour Reef Light logoed sweat shirt  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rules of Entry: 
 

1. Each entrant may submit a total of five entries.  The photo contest is open to all amateur photographers who 

may submit their color or black and white contributions on a CD.  Please include a small print of each photo 
entered.  No other forms are acceptable.  

2. Each entry should include (a) the photographerôs name, (b) address, (c) daytime telephone number, and (d) 

email address.  No image will be returned.  All rights to the images remain with the entrant.  All entries must 
be received no later than August 15, 2009. 

3. Entries must be original photos, with no ñPhotoshopò or similar enhancements.  Also photos with dates 

printed on the image will not be considered. 
4. Each individualôs entries should be in one envelope and mailed to:  DRLPS, PO Box 307, Drummond Island, 

MI 49726.  Judging will be done by the DRLPS Board of Directors and the Chairs.  All photos will be judged 

without any identifying information. 

5. Entrants authorize DRLPS to publish their photos. 
 

Note:  Please remember to use a high image resolution when taking your photographs (see your camera manual).  Your 

images should yield good quality 8ò x 10ò prints.     

2008 Grand Prize winner, Judy Mills 

mailto:PR@DRLPS.com
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DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society Readies 

 DeTour Reef Light for 2009 Season  
 

Plans are well under way for the fifth summer at the Detour Reef Light.  The Light, sitting one mile offshore in the St. 

Maryôs River between DeTour Village and Drummond Island, has the unique honor of being the only off-shore, underwa-

ter-reef based Lighthouse in the world to offer an overnight keeperôs program.  
 

Foghorn Grant 
 

Last summerôs successful installation of the second crane on the Lightôs deck will be followed this summer by the instal-

lation of one of the original foghorns onto the Detour Reef Light.  With a matching funds grant from Michigan Light-

house Assistance Program (MLAP) the DRLPS has been authorized to advertise and solicit bids for the restoration of the 
foghorn.   The ads were published in late April, and bids are requested by May 31st, with the work performed before the 

end of the season  When the foghorn project is completed, the Light will not only look like it did in 1931, but sound like it 

did in 1931! 
 

Michigan Lighthouse Assistance Program (MLAP), administered by the State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO), is 

funded by proceeds from the sale of the Stateôs "Save our Lights" specialty license plates.  Lighthouse grants are given to 
state and local governments or nonprofit organizations that are maintaining or restoring lighthouses.  Recipients of the 

grants must provide 50 percent of the grant award as matching funds.  Since 1999, when the Michigan Legislature estab-

lished the program to assist local groups in preserving and protecting lighthouses, MLAP has awarded $12.2 million in 

grants to rehabilitate these beautiful, but aging, beacons along the Great Lakes coastline representing Michiganôs rich 
maritime past. 
 

Continuing Restoration and Maintenance 
 

Furnishing the Light to the ñrealityò of 1931 
 

The DRLPS has been fortunate to have Bob Conard volunteer to 

define a list of historically accurate furnishings that can be placed 
on the DeTour Reef Light.   The starting point is a list, located by 

DRLPS Historian Chuck Feltner, of supplies and furnishings   

issued by the Lighthouse service in 1931.   Bob will be refining 

the list to better define the items and hopefully find pictures of 
some of the pieces.   The plan is to share the list with interested 

supporters who might find the items while searching antique and 

resale shops for ñtreasuresò.  
 

Crane pulley and hook 
 

In studying old pictures of the cranes it was determined that the 

pulley and hook on the original crane was assembled up-side-

down.   This spring the pulley/hook will be removed and re-

assembled correctly.   At the same time a second pulley and hook will be manufactured for the second replica crane using 
a pulley found by divers near the Light and new components. 
 

Spring Projects 
 

In an ongoing study to understand the winter conditions on the Light temperature and humidity sensors were placed on 
the Light which recorded the temperature and humidity every 15 minutes for the entire winter.   The DRLPS hopes this 

information will assist in defining actions to minimize the winter damage to the interior of the Light.   In the past winters 

several approaches have been tried including adjusting the heat and ventilation of the upper levels of the structure to mini-

mize moisture.  
 

Plaster repair and painting the living quarters on the Light is a time critical project.  Local painters have been requested to 

bid on the project with completion in time for the first visitors on Fatherôs Day weekend. ñLadies of the Lightò will add 
the final touches readying the Light after the painters finish.  These ladies are dedicated to making sure that all visitors are 

welcomed and that the Light shines brightly.  

Don Gries, Ken Walker, Meade Gable assembling the 

crane's boom, August 2, 2008. 
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DeTour Reef Light 2009 Season 
 
Come enjoy this historic treasure!  Scheduled events for this summer are: 

 

Fathers Day Cruise on the St. Maryôs River - Sunday, June 21 

 

Evening Under the Stars at Bayside Dining - Saturday, July 18 

 
DeTour Reef Lighthouse Tours - Saturdays except as indicated: 

 
DeTour Reef Light Keeper Weekends (Friday PM ï Sunday PM) 

 
Space is still available for 4-6 keepers on the following weekends: 

June 19-21, July 10-12, July 31ïAug 2, Aug 14-16, Aug 28-30 
 

You can see DeTour Reef Light Keeper Video at www.wildweekendtv.com/adv_linksdb.asp?parent=63 

June 20 July 19 (Sunday) August 15 

June 27 July 25 August 22 

July 5 (Sunday) August 1 August 29 

July 11 August 9 (Sunday)   

June 19-21  July 17-19 Aug 14-16 

June 26-28 July 24-26 Aug 21-23 

July 3-5 July 31 ï Aug 2 Aug 28-30 

July 10-12  Aug 7-9   

A whale of a deal on a tour of the Lighté.   

 

The 2-for-1 mania has hit the Upper Peninsula's tourist industry, and the DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society will not 
be left out. This season the 2-for-1 local tour promotion will go into effect. That means that if you are a resident of De-

Tour Village or Drummond Island, zip codes of 49725 or 49726, you will be able to purchase one tour, AND take a 

friend, relative, visiting guest, significant other, whomever.......FOR FREE! That's all there is to it! For DRLPS members 

the cost is $75 per person and the guest goes at free. Non-members cost is $95 per person and the guest goes 
free...Remember....FREE IS WORTH SAVING UP FOR!!  

 

DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society 
 

Annual Meeting 
 

Wednesday, June 24, 2009 

 

3:30PM 

 

DeTour Public School ñ Library  

 


