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Do Something Wild this Summer ï  
Become a Lighthouse Keeper of DeTour Reef Light  

 
ñLast year at this time I was in Hawaii, I find this much more relaxingéwe all have memories we will keep forever.ò   
ñToday is departure day!  Itôs come all too soon!! Weôve had a great weekend and all will hate to leave.  Weôre already 
talking about doing this again.  What an experience, great location, historic and interesting (and one of a kind) accommo-
dations, real good food and best of all, sharing it with good friends and new friends!ò  ñWow ïThis is fabulous!...We are 
totally enjoying the experience,ò  ñWe truly are impressed and delighted to be entrusted with this house.ò  ñIt is like waking 
up on a cruise ship when you have the best room on the ship.ò   
 
The above quotes are just a few of the comments that last summerôs 
keepers wrote in the DeTour Reef Logbook.   One couple, who cele-
brated their 50

th
 wedding anniversary on DeTour Reef Light, have al-

ready signed up to celebrate their 51
st
 this summer.   Over the past four 

summers, more than 150 volunteer keepers have spent three days and 
two nights on what they inevitably call ñour lighthouse.ò  The experience 
of living on an offshore lighthouse can only be experienced at DeTour 
Reef Light.   No other offshore lighthouse, anywhere, has a volunteer 
resident keeper program.  (And very very few offshore lights are open 
for public tours).  DeTour Reef Light is an active Coast Guard aid to 
navigation, with a rotating beacon, racon beacon and foghorn.  When 
that experience is coupled with a high volume of freighter and pleasure 
boat traffic, staying at DeTour Reef Light is extraordinary. 
 
While DRLPS has strived to furnish DeTour Reef Light consistent with 
the manned period of the lighthouse and to the extent possible with 
1931 era items, the lighthouse is very comfortable and environmentally 
friendly.  The freshwater system draws from Lake Huron, filters the wa-
ter through a coarse and then a 5-micron charcoal filter and finally is 
sterilized by a modern ultra-violet purification system.   Black water is 
sent to a Coast Guard approved marine sanitation system identical to 
that used on many commercial Great Lakes ships.  Other mechanicals 
include a shower and tub, electric baseboard heat and full window 
screens. 
 
A fully functional 1931 G.E. range with oven has provided past keepers 
with meals as exotic as broiled lobster tails, lasagna, rice pilaf and 
peach cobbler.  Other kitchen appliances include a refrigerator with 
freezer, microwave, toaster, coffee maker and blender.   A small 
stainless steel covered charcoal bar-b-que is provided for those who 
prefer to grill their steaks.   1940ôs porcelain top cabinets, almost identi-
cal to the original lighthouse furnishing, provide storage and work sur-
face in the galley. 
 
Consistent with World War II furnishings, the lighthouse accommodates six individuals at a time.  The head keeperôs room 
has a vintage double bed similar to that specified for the original furnishings.   The assistant keepersô room has two mili-
tary style bunk beds dating from the 1950ôs.   Each bedroom has a chest of drawers; the one in the keeperôs room actu-
ally saw service at DeTour Reef Light during its manned period.  Keepers have enjoyed the six folding canvas deck chairs 
for relaxation both on the pier deck and at the top of the light on the watch room deck. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

Keepers enjoying a meal in the lighthouse 
Photo by Bob McSweeney 

Clif Haley making broiled lobster tails during a Guys on the 
Light weekend. 

Photo by Dave Bardsley 
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The lighthouse office is also furnished to the 1931 Lighthouse Service Specifications for DeTour Reef Light, which in-
cludes a restored 1930ôs roll top desk, chair, and glass front wooden bookcase.   A modern marine radio allows communi-
cation with passing pleasure boats, the DRLPS keeper program chairman, and if necessary, the U.S. Coast Guard and 
passing freighters.   Keepers have enjoyed monitoring the Coast Guard emergency traffic as well as the freighter traffic.    
 
Unlike volunteer keeper programs at onshore lighthouses, there are only a 
few housekeeping work tasks for the keepers of DeTour Reef Light.   Keepers 
have enjoyed lots of free time for ship watching, cocktail hour(s), reading, fly-
ing kites, and doing jigsaw puzzles.  As with tradition, keepers prepare their 
own meals and make their own beds.    The most significant housekeeping 
task is power washing the pier deck in preparation for the two or three public 
tours that will occur during one day of the weekend.  Keepers also keep the 
lighthouse clean; bake chocolate chip cookies (from frozen cookie dough) for 
the tour guests and sell lighthouse memorabilia.   Keepers will also assist the 
trained DRLPS tour guides in assuring the safe boarding and departure of 
tour guests. 
 
Lighthouse keepers will meet at and be given a short orientation at the Drum-
mond Island Historical Museum before making the 3-mile boat trip from Fort 
Drummond Marine to the Light on a state inspected charter boat piloted by a 
U.S. Coast Guard licensed captain operated by Sturgeon Bay Charters www.sturgeonbaycharters.com .   Once on De-
Tour Reef Light, keepers are instructed in the operation of the lighthouse mechanicals, safety procedures, tour plans and 
emergency communications.   
 
Keepers will typically reside at the lighthouse for Friday through late Sunday, although longer stays can be arranged.  
Keepers must be at least 18 years old and in good physical condition capable of climbing up and down the vertical 20-foot 
pier ladders and to the top of the lighthouse.   
 
The charge per person is set at $200 ($220 for non-DRLPS members) for the three day, two-night program.  This fee in-
cludes the cost of the charter boat to transport keepers to the lighthouse and to pick them up two days later. Keepers will 
be responsible for their own linens and food.   DRLPS membership is available for $30 and includes all family members.    
      
Individuals desiring an application to become a Lighthouse Keeper should go to www.DRLPS.com and click on ñvisit the 
lighthouseò and then ñstay at the lighthouseò to get to the lighthouse keeper page.   A great deal of information is provided 
at this web site.   Keepers will be scheduled from mid-June to the end of August.  Singles and couples are encouraged to 
apply and will be matched with other applicants to fill the weekend.  In order to facilitate scheduling of all applicants by 
early spring, applicants are encouraged to submit their application early.   Priority for assignment to weekend of choice is 
based on the date of the application receipt.    Payment for the program is due at the time of weekend assignment by 
DRLPS.    For additional information, please email: Keepers@DRLPS.com or call Dave Bardsley at 906-493-6609. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

An update from our Tour Guides, John and Sunnyé.. 
 
Persistent Rumor? 
 
Yes! It's true! The 2-for-1 mania has hit the U.P.'s tourist industry, and 
the DRLPS will not be left out. This season the 2-for-1 local tour 
promotion will go into effect. That means that if you are a resident of 
DeTour Village  or Drummond Island, zip codes of 49725 or 49726, 
you will be able to purchase one tour, AND take a friend, relative, 
visiting guest, significant other, whomever......FOR FREE! Your tour 
guides will verify your zip codes, and there you go! That's all there is 
to it! DRLPS members cost is $75 per person and the guest goes at 
no cost. Non-members cost $95 per person and the guest goes at no 
cost. 
 
Remember.   Free is worth saving up for!!  

Dotty Witten enjoying the view at the top of the Light 
Photo by Dave Bardsley 

http://www.sturgeonbaycharters.com/
http://www.drlps.com/
mailto:Keepers@DRLPS.com
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From the deck with the Tour Guidesé.  
 
Hello from Sunny and John C, 
 
2009 will bring another milestone to the resurrection story of the DeTour Reef Light. If it had not been for the efforts of 
those few determined and dedicated people who started the DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society in 1998, we would 
not have milestones to write about. Filling the requirements for grants, and then implementing the grants, made possible 
the 2003 and 2004 project. The goal was to breathe life back into our forgotten piece of Michigan's maritime history. 
Thanks to the plastic surgeons of lighthouses, better known as the construction workers with Mihm Enterprises, our DRL 
was ready to be open to the public by the summer of 2005. This was the summer the society had established a weekend 
keeper program, along with regularly scheduled weekend tours through the lighthouse. 
 
In the August 2005 Drummond Island Digest, the headline read "Lighthouse Keepers in Residence and Public Tours a 
Success".  What an understatement! This was when John and I became more involved. We were not the first to take a 
tour, but we were the first to sign up. Up until 2005, the only hands-on contribution we made to the DRLPS, was the writ-
ing of the checks for our membership renewals. That all changed after our 2005 tour. Thank goodness my retired school-
teacher husband absorbed all that our tour guide had to tell us that day. However, I was so in awe of actually being on the 
light, I confess I wasn't paying much attention. By the way, our tour guide was none other than Dave Bardsley himself. 
Long story short, we were asked to be the tour guides for 2006! Needless to say, the DVD GATEWAY TO SUPERIOR: 
Saving the DeTour Reef Light was played at our house over and over, and over again!  
 
2009 will be the 5th year for both the keepers and tours programs. As far as any of us are aware, ours is the only off-
shore lighthouse in the world that offers such unique opportunities. For the Covells, the milestone we are about to ac-
knowledge is our 4th season of taking visitors out to, and onto and into the LIGHT. This summer, we are once again look-
ing forward to getting as many of you out there as possible. This is the light you have all seen off in the distance as you 
make the crossing of the St. Mary's River. Seriously folks, you have to get up close and personal to appreciate what has 
been accomplished. "OBSOLETE?" Not this lighthouse. In the words of Susan Vincent from the National Park Service 
during the final inspection when the reconstruction was almost complete in May of 2004, "I have never seen anything like 
this. It is in absolute pristine condition". I always tell the folks on our tours about the RPM'S of the lighthouse. The DRL 
has been Restored, Preserved, and now the task is to Maintain the DRL for years and years to come. 
 
For more details on how to become members of the DRLPS, as well as the keeper program, tours, and anything you ever 
wanted to know about the DeTour Reef Light, check out www.drlps.com 
 
Doing our bit to keep the light on for you, Sunny and John Covell 

A tour group taking in the view from the deck of the Light. 
 
Photo by Bob McSweeney  

The view from the top of the Light is spectacular.  In this photo, a 
group of people from a tour take in the views. 
 
Photo by Bob McSweeney 


