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The DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society (DRLPS) has 

recently completed a wooden scale model of the historic 

DeTour Reef Light Stationôs unique crib foundation.  Work-

ing on an idea conceived by DRLPS Historian Chuck Felt-

ner of Drummond Island, Michigan, the DeTour Reef 

Lightôs wooden crib model built in 1:12 scale (5ô wide by 5ô 

long by 2ô high) was painstakingly built by DRLPS volun-

teer John Covell of Belmont, Michigan, and Drummond Is-

land, Michigan.  Covell and Feltner, both longtime builders 

of models, worked together for most of the winter of 2006 to 

finish this spectacular project.  Covell, a tour guide on the 

lighthouse tours, is especially pleased that we can at last 

show people what is holding the lighthouse up. He says ñItôs 

the one thing we canôt show folks when they come out to 

visit the lighthouse. Now we can have an accurate model of 

the crib which was built using original U.S. Lighthouse Ser-

vice drawings of 1930. We hope itôs the first in a series of 

models that will be on display in the lighthouse.ò Wood for 

the project was generously donated by Brian and Jerry Net-

tleton of Nettleton Wood Products in DeTour Village.  
 

This beautiful crib model has been placed on permanent dis-

play at the Lighthouse, resting comfortably in the basement 

for all who come to visit and admire.  When it is seen up 

close, one can truly begin to appreciate the work that went 

into creating the crib for the lighthouse and the work it must 

have taken to accomplish putting it together and placing it 

off-shore.  The model itself is a work of superior craftsman-

ship and also makes one marvel at the work that goes into 

wood working on this scale.   
 

DeTour Reef Light Station (DRL) is an offshore lighthouse 

located in Northern Lake Huron and is situated on a sub-

merged rocky reef a mile off the southeastern tip of Michi-

ganôs Upper Peninsula. Built by the U.S. Lighthouse Service 

in 1930-1931, it includes a light tower and keepersô quar-

terôs superstructure on a concrete pier atop a crib foundation.  

The DRL is a unique example of the crib foundation lighthouse 

type. It sits atop a 60ô by 60ô square by 22ô tall box-like wooden 

crib built with 180,000 board feet of lumber. This crib was assembled onshore at DeTour Village and towed to the light-

houseôs designated location. Once there, it was sunk onto a 75ô by 75ô square leveled bed of crushed rock. The cribôs inte-

rior compartments were filled with rock and the outer ones with concrete. Additional concrete was poured around its base 

forming an apron, and rock riprap was placed on top and beyond the concrete apron to further protect the structure. 
 

Make plans to come and see this rare model of a crib foundation at the DeTour Reef Light. For more information about the 

model, please contact John Covell at johncovell32@comcast.net. 

Original crib being built at DeTour Village in 1930 

Chuck Feltner, Sunny and John Covell with  

 DeTour Reef Light crib model in 2007  

DeTour Reef Light Crib Model Now on Display on the Light 
By Jeri Baron-Feltner and Ann Method Green 



Mary Rogers Completes Ten Years as Membership Chairperson 

of the DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society 
By Ann Method Green 
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At a recent meeting, the DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society (DRLPS) 

presented Mary Rogers with a Ten Year Service Award. 

 

Mary, of DeTour Village, has been the DRLPS Membership Chairperson 

and a very dedicated volunteer since the DRLPSô first official meeting in 

January 1998.  As membership chairperson, Mary has been the personal 

interface with the membership of DRLPS.  She participated in the growth of 

the DRLPS, from a small group of local citizens to a membership of over 

350 members across the United States.  She also has coordinated and repre-

sented DRLPS at numerous local community events.   

 

The service award consisted of a glass window pane salvaged during the 

restoration of DeTour Reef Light.  The image of the restored Light has been 

etched on the pane and brilliant blue stained glass serves as the border.  A 

plaque was attached to the frame stating ñWith gratitude and appreciation to 

Mary Rogers for Ten Years of volunteer service.ò  Dave Altmaier of Cedarville designed the custom stained glass around 

the pane.  Harbor View Framing of DeTour Village did the framing and plaque.  

 

Mary stated that she has been honored to work with the Society and especially directors Bob Jones, Jim Charles and Jeri 

Baron-Feltner. 

 

Mary retired from the Huron Valley School System in 1995 as an elementary teacher since 1964.  She graduated from 

Western Michigan University in 1964.  Mary also contributes her time and talent to several other community organizations.  

She is an active member of the Michigan Association of Retired School Personnel, and vigorously pursues her passions of 

walking, kayaking, cross-country skiing, and yoga.  She and her husband, Bob, have lived in DeTour Village since1996, 

and they both enjoy spending time with sons Phil and Jason and daughter-in-law Lori and their two grandchildren Carolina 

and Christian.  

 

SAVE THE DATE in 2008 
for the 

10th Anniversary Celebration 
of the 

DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society 
on 

Saturday, August 30, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. 
at  

EUP Fine Arts & Cultural Center 

DeTour Village, Michigan 

www.DRLPS.com 

Keeping the Light on for You for Ten Yearsð1998-2008 

 
DRLPS Õ   PO Box 307 Õ   Drummond Island MI 49726 Õ   drlps10@drlps.com 

 

For more information contact Sandy Wytiaz at 906-297-6801  

Mary Rogers displaying her ten year award. 
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8th Annual Evening Under the Stars 
By Ann Method Green 

It was a perfect summer evening on Saturday, July 7th when eighty supporters of 

the DeTour Reef Light and the DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society (DRLPS) 

gathered at the waterôs edge of Drummond Islandôs Bayside Dining at the eastern 

end of Michiganôs beautiful Upper Peninsula. 

 

Joyce Buckley, Stars chair, stated that the 8th annual Evening Under the Stars was 

ña great success, and it was the largest attendance we have ever had.  It tied with 

2003 in ticket sales.ò 

 

DRLPS members James and Barbara Gusfa greeted each guest and presented 

them a wineglass etched with the image of the DeTour Reef Light.  The image 

was created by local artist Sandy Ledy, and Joyce Buckley etched each glass. 

 

Bayside Dining Executive Chef Kelly Johnson and her staff prepared a lavish 

meal for the guests.  Appetizers were oysters with a minuet sauce, shrimp with 

cocktail sauce, ham rollups with scallions and herb dressing and filo cups with 

goat cheese and black olives canapé.  A salad of strawberries, apple, onion and 

spinach with hot bacon dressing was followed by the main entrees of hand- carved 

prime rib and pan-seared halibut with asparagus, pan-seared tomatoes and lemon 

butter sauce.  A vegetable assortment of zucchini, yellow squash, and green and 

yellow beans complemented the entrees.  Dessert was a fabulous triple chocolate 

torte.  ñI enjoyed working with the DRLPS and Joyce to plan Stars and look forward to next year,ò stated Chef Kelly. 

 

Robert Johnson and Debbie Fogell of ñThe Generationsò were back by popular request with their guitar, vocals, drums/

vibes playing a variety of jazz standards and light pop during the evening.  The silent auction was lively and donated auc-

tion items included: from James Kelley, a loon themed lamp and a DeTour Reef Light picture; from Ann and Ron Green 

personally embroidered golf shirts with the winners choice of design; from DRLPS, two lighthouse tours; from Jeanne Tub-

man, her original painting of the DeTour Reef Light; from Joyce Buckley, a wine carafe and four wine glasses and a laun-

dry hamper with a sailboat theme; from Jeri Baron Feltner, pillows in red, white and blue; and from Jim and Barb Gusfa, a 

handcrafted gold cedar bough necklace.  

 

Candis and Barry Collick generously donated bottles of Lighthouse wine for each table. 

 

A 15-carat gold Lighthouse pendant, designed and made by Dr. James Gusfa DDS, was raffled and won by Lynn Spiher. 

 

The DRLPS is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization and all profits from Stars will be 

used to continue the work on the Light and to ñKeep the Light on for You.ò  The 

9th Annual Evening Under the Stars event will be held on Saturday, July 12, 2008. 

 

Joyce Buckley and the DRL stemware 

Bayside Dining Executive 

Chef Kelly Johnson hand 

carves prime rib 

Sheila Sawyer, our new 

DRLPS Passages editor, 

and her husband Matt, 

our new webmaster. 



DRLPS Tenth Annual Fatherôs Day Cruise 

Dedicated to the Memory of Jim Charles, Founding Director  
By Ann Method Green 
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DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society (DRLPS) held their 

tenth annual Fatherôs Cruise on June 17, 2007.  The cruise was 

dedicated to the memory of Jim Charles of DeTour Village, a 

founding director of the DRLPS, who had been on every previ-

ous cruise enthusiastically selling DeTour Reef Light memora-

bilia.  Jimôs support of the efforts of the DRLPS helped build 

the DRLPS and get the original restoration moving forward. 

 

On a bright sunny Sunday morning, the Soo Locks Boat Tour 

(SLBT) vessel Le Voyageur, piloted by Captain Jack Cork and 

his crew Maynard Adams and Charlie Lampman, left DeTour 

Village at 10 AM and headed out to DeTour Reef Light.  John 

and Sunny Covell, dressed in lighthouse keeper uniforms, pre-

sented a vivid description of the interior of the Light via a hand

-held marine radio that was then relayed onto the boat's speaker 

system. After the boat circled the Light and provided many pic-

ture opportunities for the cruisers, the weekend Light keepers 

waved and shouted encouragement from the pier deck and sent 

them on their way up the St Maryôs River.   

 

The Cruise then proceeded upriver and through the Soo Locks 

with narration by Wayne Sapulski, a noted Lighthouse author 

from Livonia, MI and Maynard Adams of SLBT.  The trip 

through the Soo Locks was a first time experience for many of 

the passengers. 

 

The cruisers were treated to a brunch of pastries and fruit, a buf-

fet luncheon with many selections of cold meats, cheeses, and 

salads, and an afternoon snack of cheeses, crackers, and cookies. 

Again, this year, Stan Todd and Carol Martin did a fantastic job 

putting together the food for the cruise.  

 

In honor of Fatherôs Day, prizes were presented to the father 

with the most children: Rog Slagter of, Hudsonville, MI; and to 

the grandfather with the most grandchildren, Bernard Grooters 

of Jenison, MI. 
 

Additional door prizes were awarded to several cruisers.  From 

Drummond Island, the Islander Shop donated a limited edition 

print of the DeTour Reef Light; the Drummond Island Resort 

and Conference Center donated a gift certificate for two rounds 

of golf; Suneôs Dry Goods and Grocery donated an etched wine 

decanter and glass set accompanied by a bottle of wine; and 

Gourmet Galley donated DeTour Reef Light socks.  From De-

Tour Village, the Mainsail Restaurant donated a gift certificate 

for dinner; and the Timberdoodle donated a merchandise gift 

certificate.  Soo Locks Boat Tours donated a ticket for their tour 

of lighthouses on the St. Maryôs River. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Weekend Keepers Randy & Jo Lane and Leslie 

& Richard Westbury greet the cruisers  

Samantha 

Smith keeps 

the boat on 

course with the 

help of  

Maynard  

Adams  

Winning fathers Rog Slagter and Bernard Grooters 

smile for the camera  


